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Local conditions also frequently accentuated the
prevailing prejudice against the Judiciary. The
people of Kentucky, afraid that their badly tangled
land titles were to be passed upon by the new Fed-
eral Courts, were already insisting, when Jefferson
took office, that the Act of the 13th of February
creating these courts be repealed. In Maryland
extensive and radical alterations of the judicial sys-
tem of the State were pending. In Pennsylvania
the situation was even more serious, for though the
judges of the higher courts of that commonwealth
were usually men of ability, education, and char-
acter, the inferior magistrates were frequently the
very opposite. By the state constitution judges
were removable for serious offenses by impeach-
ment, and for lesser reasons by the Governor upon
the address of two-thirds of both branches of the
Legislature. So long, however, as the Federalists
had remained in power neither remedy had been
applied; but in 1799, when the Republicans had
captured both the governorship and the Legisla-
ture, a much needed purgation of the lower courts
had forthwith begun.

Unfortunately this is a sort of reform that grows
by what it feeds upon. Having got rid of the less
fit members of the local judiciary, the Republican